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Petition No. SUP 12‐02 – a request from Dugan Production for a special use permit to
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ATTENTION PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: The meeting room and facilities are fully accessible to persons with
mobility disabilities. If you plan to attend a meeting and need an auxiliary aid or service, please contact the City Clerk’s
office at 599-1101 or 599-1106 prior to the meeting so arrangements can be made.

MINUTES
Oil and Gas and Geologic and Engineering Hazards
Advisory Commission – Special Meeting
August 30, 2011 – 1:15 p.m.
The Oil and Gas and Geologic and Engineering Hazards Advisory Commission met on August 30,
2011, at 1:15 p.m., in the Executive Conference Room, 800 Municipal Drive, Farmington, New
Mexico.

Members Present

Robert Campbell
Elliott Riggs
Dave Simmons
John Thompson (arrived at 1:30pm)

Members Absent

Mike Hanson

Staff Present

Margaret Ambrosino
Fran Fillerup
Mary L. Holton
Dee Dee Moore
Leona Simms

Others Present

Sherylene Charley ‐ XTO

1.
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 1:16 p.m. by Chairman Campbell and there being a quorum
present the following proceedings were duly had and taken.

2.
Presentation of the Agenda
There were no changes to the agenda and Commissioner Simmons made a motion to accept the
agenda as presented. Commissioner Riggs seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously by a 2‐0 vote.

3.
Approval of the Minutes from the February 7, 2011 Meeting.
A motion was made by Commissioner Simmons to approve the February 7, 2011 minutes.
Commission Riggs seconded the motion and the motion passed by a unanimous vote of 2‐0.
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4.
Special Use Permit 11‐06 – XTO Wellsite
Associate Planner, Margaret Ambrosino, presented the staff report to the commission. XTO
Energy is requesting to drill an additional well head on the existing FRPC 4 well pad and is
requesting 24 hour drilling. An Emergency Response Plan has been submitted with the request.
The original well site was approved in 2005. Because of the remoteness of this well site
location, no landscaping plan is needed. There were two calls received by the Community
Development Department but no issues were expressed regarding the 24‐hour drilling. Ms.
Ambrosino stated that staff is recommending approval with condition (a), which states that all
city permits must be completed before work or drilling begins.
There were no comments from the Petitioner, XTO Energy.
Mr. Larry Pruitt of 900 W. 30th Street, asked if the petitioner was going to be adding any
additional gathering lines because he believed that the existing lines were placed on his
property without a right‐of‐way agreement and didn’t want more lines installed. XTO stated
that the contract does not allow for any above ground disturbances.
Commissioner Riggs asked XTO about the naming on this well. XTO Representative Cherylene
Charley stated that the new well has to follow the state naming conventions previously used.
Commissioner Riggs also added, for the benefit of the public, that 24‐hour drilling is appropriate
for safety and to lessen the opportunity for something to go wrong. The intent is to drill 24
hours a day until complete.
Commissioner Riggs also stated that Mr. Pruitt should get together with XTO to discuss his
questions regarding the pipelines and right‐of‐way issues along with any other concerns he may
have.
Commissioner Thompson arrived at 1:30 p.m.
Commissioner Thompson asked if this was to be a closed loop system and why. XTO
Representative Malia Villers stated that everything in the city is closed loop, which alleviated the
need for a reserve pit, so there is no chance of ground water contamination. Chairman
Campbell asked Ms. Ambrosino if there was an emergency plan. She stated that an emergency
plan was received in the application packet.
Mr. Pruitt stated that his other concern was making the commission aware of the irrigation ditch
that feeds the properties and if there was a break in the pipeline it would flow directly into that
ditch. There was no further discussion on this petition.

COMMISSION ACTION
Commissioner Thompson made a motion to approve SUP 11‐06 as recommended by staff
including condition “a” and the addition of a condition to allow 24‐hour directional drilling to
take place as needed for safety reasons. Commissioner Simmons seconded that motion. The
motion was passed unanimously by a 3‐0 voice vote.

5a.
Business from the Floor
There was no business from the floor.

2

Draft O&G Minutes 8/30/11
Page 3

5b.
Business from the Chairman
Chairman Campbell introduced Mrs. Leona Simms who has assumed the duties of the Oil & Gas
Inspector, previously held by Mrs. Derra Mattina. He also stated that this petition will be heard
by the Planning and Zoning Commission on September 15, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. and by the City
Council on September 27, 2011.
5c.
Business from the Members
There was no business from the members.
5d.
Business from Staff
There was no business from staff.

6.
Adjournment
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m.

________________________________
Robert Campbell, Chairman

____________________________
Dee Dee Moore, Office Manager
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PETITION REPORT
Staff Report
Petition SUP 12-02 – Federal I Com #103S Gas Well
A. STAFF REPORT, February 16, 2012
PROJECT INFORMATION
Dugan Production Company
Applicant
Representative

Kurt Fagrelius

Date of Application

February 1, 2012

Requested Action

Approval of a special use permit to drill and operate a gas well.

Location

South of West Hopi Street and east of Kerney Drive

Existing Land Use

Vacant

Existing Zoning

RA Rural Agricultural District

Surrounding Zoning
&
Land Use

North:
South:
East:
West:

Notice

Publication of Notice for public hearings of the Planning and
Zoning Commission appeared in the Daily Times on Sunday,
January 29, 2011. Property owners within 100 feet were sent
notice by certified mail on Thursday, January 26, 2012 and a sign
was posted on Monday, February 6, 2012.

Staff Planner

Fran Fillerup, Associate Planner

LNC Local Neighborhood Commercial District / Vacant
RA Rural Agricultural District / Vacant and Residential
RA Rural Agricultural District / Residential
RA Rural Agricultural District / Residential

STAFF ANALYSIS
Project Description
The petitioner is requesting a special use permit to drill and operate the Federal I Com
#103S gas well on property located south of West Hopi Street and east of Kerney Drive.
The petitioner is the property owner and owns approximately 10 acres. This is a new well
site on the north end of the petitioner’s property.
According to the petitioner’s Application for Permit to Drill with the State of New Mexico, the
well will be completed to the Harper Hill Fruitland Sand Pictured Cliffs and Basin Fruitland
Coal formations. The well is a vertical well with a proposed depth of 1260 feet.
Land Uses near the Proposed Well Site
The nearest residences to the well site are approximately 210 feet to the east and over 300
feet to the west. All development in the vicinity of the well is low-density residential
development. There is a vacant property in the LNC Local Neighborhood Commercial
District across West Hopi Street to the north.
Production Equipment and Pipeline
The proposed production equipment includes a wellhead, a pumping unit and a gas meter.
The petitioner’s preferred pumping unit is a linear rod pump (LRP). If use of the LRP is not
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possible, a beam balanced pumping unit would be used. No height limit on pumping units is
expressly stated in Farmington City Code (FCC) Chapter 19 for new wells. The proposed
production equipment is not within 200 feet of any principal use structures or within 75 feet
of any street as required by FCC 19-1-3.
Both gas and produced water will be piped away from the well site. The pipeline for the well
site will run north from the well site to West Hopi Street, then west to Kerney Drive, then
north across West Main Street (US 64) and along Viento Avenue to the existing Tabor
Gathering System operated by the petitioner. At the crossing of West Main Street, the
petitioner is proposing to bore underneath the highway and is required to obtain necessary
permission from the New Mexico Department of Transportation. Additionally, pipelines for
the well site shall comply with FCC Section 19-3-5 and 19-3-6. Agreements for easements
or right-of-ways for pipelines will be reviewed separately from the special use permit.
Waivers requested
The petitioner is requesting a variance to allow an above ground, steel water tank up to 20
feet in height to temporarily store produced water from the well during the drilling phase of
the well. The tank would be used until the proposed gas and water transportation lines are
complete. According to FCC Section 19-3-11(b), above-ground tanks shall be low-profile,
not to exceed 12 feet in height.
Access Road
The proposed access to the well site is approximately 100 feet in length along the west side
of the well site. Access is to West Hopi Street. The access road shall be an all-weather
surface with 4 inches of compacted road base 20 feet wide to the well site. West Hopi
Street is not paved adjacent to the well site and a paved apron is not required at this time.
Fencing, Landscaping and Screening
According to FCC Section 19-3-10, landscaping and screening are required at well sites
within 300 feet of principal use buildings and within 100 feet of a street. The well site is
within 300 feet of a residence to the east and within 100 feet of West Hopi Street on the
north. Landscaping is required for the well site on the north and east side.
Noise
The petitioner shall provide proof of compliance with FCC Section 19-3-12, Noise. Sound
levels shall not exceed 1 dB (A) over ambient, measured at a distance of 300 feet or from a
principal use building, which ever is closer.
Oil, Gas and Geothermal Drilling in the UDC
Table 2.3 of the City of Farmington’s Unified Development Code (UDC) requires a special
use permit for oil, gas and geothermal drilling operations, subject to use standards of
Section 2.4.36 of the UDC.
The Oil and Gas and Geologic and Engineering Hazards Advisory Commission will review
this special use permit and provide a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning
Commission and City Council.
The petitioner shall comply with Operational Performance Standards of Section 5.11 of the
UDC regarding noise, visible emissions, hazardous toxic and noxious material, vibration,
open storage and glare.
The subject well site is adjacent to residential properties in the RA Rural Agricultural District
to the east and shall comply with Residential Protection Standards of Section 5.10 of the
UDC. Screening for the well site shall be accomplished by the requirements of FCC Section
19-3-10.
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ISSUES
City Engineer: Nica Westerling – 599-1316
• The petitioner has provided a scaled drawing of the property indicating a 25-foot
access and utility easement. This easement, with the 25 feet in the subdivision to
the north, will provide the 50-foot width for West Hopi Drive. The petitioner can
either dedicate the easement as right-of-way or leave it as an easement.
Planning Division: Fran Fillerup – 599-1282
• The address of the well site shall be 4555 West Hopi Street.
• A landscaping plan for the proposed well site shall be provided in accordance with
FCC Section 19-3-10.
• The petitioner has provided an Emergency Response Plan which has been
forwarded to the City of Farmington Fire Department.
STAFF CONCLUSION
Staff concludes that approval of SUP 12-02 with conditions is appropriate. The proposed well
site can be drilled and operated in accordance with the standards of Chapter 19 of the
Farmington City Code and the City of Farmington Unified Development Code.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
The Community Development Department recommends approval of Petition SUP 12-02, a
request from Dugan Production, represented by Kurt Fagrelius, for a special use permit to drill
and operate the Federal I Com #103S gas well on approximately 10 acres located south of
West Hopi Street and east of Kerney Drive in the RA Rural Agricultural District, with a waiver
to allow a temporary above ground tank up to 20 feet in height, and subject to conditions a.
and b. as follows:
a. That all the required City permits are obtained prior to drilling of the well. Necessary
permits may include, but are not limited to the following:
i.
Installation of required fencing.
ii.
Installation of sound abatement panels.
iii.
A road cut permit if associated gathering lines cross City streets.
iv.
A grading permit if well site development disturbs more than two (2) acres.
v.
A License and Permit to Drill to be issued by the City Clerk.
b. That the petitioner shall provide a landscaping plan for the well site in accordance with
FCC Section 19-3-10.
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Dugan Production Corp.

Vicinity Map
Federal

I Com #103S

Sec. 12, T29N, R14W, NMPM
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PETITION NO. SUP 12‐02
DUGAN PRODUCTION – FEDERAL 1 COM 103S
Deadline: February 7, 2012
City of Farmington Departments
CD ‐ Director – Mary L. Holton
CD – Addressing – Planning Division
CD ‐ Chief Building Inspector – Leo Hardie
CD ‐ MPO ‐ Joe Delmagori
City Manager’s Office – Bob Campbell
ELEC ‐ Customer Care Manager – Nicki Parks
ELEC ‐ Engineering ‐ Luwil Aligarbes
ELEC ‐ T & D ‐ Steve Henson

Comments are incorporated in the staff memo.
No Comments
No Comments
No MPO comments
No objections
I have no comment
No Conflict
No Response
Fire Department criteria will be met through the
Building Inspection process.
None
No Response
The Police Department envisions no adverse
impact to Police Operations or to Public Safety by
the proposed petition.
HOWEVER: the petition indicates proposed
pipeline extension which would cross West Main
Street, US 64. No mention is made in the petition
as to what steps, if any, will be made to facilitate
the flow of traffic while the pipeline is being
constructed or if notifications/permits have been
sought from the Department of Transportation or
New Mexico State Police involving potential
closures or detours of a State Highway.
The petitioner has clarified this concern, stating
that a hole will be bored under the highway and
the gas and water lines will cross the highway
underground. This will be done without disturbing
traffic on the highway. Added
No comments from PRCA
No Response
No Response
No Comment
No Response

FIRE – Fire Marshall – Bob Popa
LEGAL – Deputy City Attorney – Bill Cooke
POLICE ‐ Code Compliance

POLICE ‐Captain McPheeters

PRCA ‐ Roger Drayer
PW ‐ Engineering‐ Virginia King
PW ‐ Streets Superintendent ‐ Jim Couch
PW ‐ Traffic Engineering Admin – Steve Krest
PW ‐ Water/ Wastewater Admin – Ruben Salcido

Other Entities
CH2MHILL OMI
Comcast Cable‐Mark Johnson
New Mexico Gas Company – Paul Ramer
Enterprise Field Services

No Response
No Response
No Comment
No Response
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Farmington School District
CenturyLink
U.S. Post Office
Williams Field Services‐Lloyd Bell

No Response
No Response
No Response
No Response
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