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FARMINGTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Agenda Item #6 

 
  
Subject: Committee Member Discussion Items 
Date: January 23, 2020 
  

 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
There were no additional discussion items provided by Technical Committee members 
for inclusion in the Agenda. 
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FARMINGTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Agenda Item #7 

 
  
Subject: Information Items 
Prepared by: Mary L. Holton, AICP, MPO Officer 
Date: January 23, 2020 
  

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
a. MTP Report. Aaron Sussman with Bohannon Huston (BHI) reports that the public 

outreach has been extended to February 15. The MTP consultants plan to attend the 
City of Farmington’s “Jolt Our Future” event on Thursday, January 30 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Farmington Civic Center to gather additional input on the MTP. He also wants to 
schedule meetings individually with the MTP Steering Committee (TC Committee) 
members on the project’s next steps on Thursday and Friday, January 30 and 31. 
The TC Chair asked how much public comment had been received to date. Aaron 
advise that he had received a high level of comments after the stories in the 
newspaper and outreach events; however, it has since become much quieter. This is 
one of the reasons why the comment period is being extended. 

 
 The consultants have been working on updates to the MPO’s travel model and 

population projections, and project priorities and updates to roadway and bike 
networks. Aaron was referred to Warren Unsicker by the TC Chair to discuss the City 
of Farmington’s Outdoor Recreation initiative as it relates to future bike/ped projects.  

 
 Aaron advises the next public meetings for the MTP should occur in April. It should 

be noted that the MTP must be adopted before September 24, 2020, to meet federal 
and state deadlines.  

  
b. TIP Amendment #2. The call for projects for this formal amendment was made on 

December 17. The deadline to submit any new projects (and their associated forms) 
was January 6. As no new projects were received, the PPM Review is not needed. 
Any changes to existing projects will be needed by February 1 to ensure sufficient 
time for noticing. The Committees are scheduled to consider Amendment #2 at their 
February meetings. Staff must submit the Amendment to NMDOT before March via 
e-STIP.   

 
c. New Mexico LTAP Training in Farmington in February. Two courses are being 

offered by the New Mexico Local Technical Assistance Program (NMLTAP) Center 
at San Juan College in February. The New Mexico LTAP center provides technical 
assistance and trainings to support workforce development with the aim of helping 
local governments and municipalities across New Mexico meet their transportation 
needs. More specific information on each of the courses is attached. The fee for 
each participant per course is $25.00. Advance registration is required and can be 
made at http://ltap.unm.edu/training/index.html. 
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2. Discuss their application in temporary traffic control zones.   

3. Identify some of the challenges in the Public Right-of-Way (PROW) faced by persons with 
disabilities.   

4. Review design elements necessary for achieving accessibility in the PROW.   

5. Identify contractors’ best practices and provide real-world examples under various conditions.  

 

February 13, 2020 

San Juan College 

Farmington, NM 

 9:00 AM – 5:00 
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 MPOs may either: Agree to support State targets OR Establish specific 
numeric targets for a safety performance measure (number or rate). 

 Reporting is done on an annual basis, leaving the choice to adopt State 
standards vs. establish MPO specific targets up to the MPO Policy Committee 
each year. 

 
CURRENT ISSUES & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 This item is being presented to both committees in November for their 
information. It will be brought back to both the Technical and Policy 
Committees in January for their recommendation/approval. 

 Staff recommends that the state standards be adopted for 2020.  
 FMPO Policy Committee action is due no later than February 27, 2020. 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 

 This is being presented during the November meeting as a heads up.  
 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS 
Requirement for MPOs to establish performance targets for Federal-aid highway 
measures and public transportation established by USDOT. 
 23 USC 134(h)(2) 
 49 USC 5303(h)(2) 
 49 USC 5304(d)(2) 

Requirements to include discussion in the metropolitan and statewide improvement 
program as to how the planned program will achieve State/MPO targets: 
 23 USC 134(j)(2)(D) 
 23 USC 135(g)(4) 
 49 USC 5303(j)(2)(D) 
 49 USC 5304(g)(4) 

 
DISCUSSION: Ms. Holton explained that this item on the National Performance 
Management Measures for Highway Safety Improvement Program (PM 1) was for 
information purposes today and would be considered for adoption in January. FHWA 
requires MPOs to establish targets for five (5) safety performance measures for all public 
roads in the MPO planning area within 180 days after the State establishes each target. 
The MPOs may either agree to support State targets or establish their own specific 
numeric targets for a safety performance measure (number or rate).  
 
Ms. Holton said that Staff will be recommending that the FMPO adopt the state’s targets 
(shown on Pages 22-25 of the Agenda). The Technical Committee will again review the 
proposed state targets in December for any further questions or comments they may 
have prior to considering recommended approval in January.  
 
6. QUARTERLY EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION – THE ROAD TO ZERO 
 

  
Subject: Quarterly Educational Presentation –  

The Road to Zero  
Prepared by: Mary L Holton, AICP, MPO Officer 
Date: November 21, 2019 
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PRESENTATION 

 
From The Road to Zero’s summary:  
 
“Why Zero? Is This Really Possible? 
 
…the idea of a future with literally zero roadway deaths seems like a pipe dream. Roadway 
deaths—deaths due to traffic crashes—have been increasing, not decreasing, over the 
past two years. In 2016, more than 37,000 Americans died on the roads-5,000 more 
people than died in 2011. 
 
The United States has made good progress in road safety over the long run, despite this 
recent backsliding, but incremental progress is no longer acceptable given the increasingly 
rapid advances in technology and the wealth of knowledge about how to prevent crashes. 
Inspired by the goals and progress in other countries, the broader traffic safety community 
is now working together to achieve a common vision—that by 2050, nobody would be 
killed in a traffic crash on U.S. roads. 
 
Why zero? That raises the question, "What level of death on the roads should we as a 
society accept?" How many of our own family members, classmates, neighbors, or people 
in our community losing their lives to crashes would be considered an appropriate 
number? These deaths are preventable—the safety community deliberately calls them 
crashes, not accidents, for this very reason. Accident implies unforeseeable 
circumstances or a twist of fate, but crashes can be prevented. The number of roadway 
deaths has long been accepted as a "price" of mobility, but 37,000 deaths is more than 
100 Americans killed per day. Imagine the outcry if plane crashes or natural disasters 
killed 100 Americans every day. 
 
As to whether this is possible, the country has seen enormous improvements in safety in 
other areas. As of 2017, no commercial U.S. airline passenger flight has had a fatal crash 
since 2009, thanks in large part to a collaborative government/industry safety 
management system. The number of people who smoke has fallen by more than half in 
50 years, thanks to education campaigns and laws limiting where people can smoke. 
 
In addition, the experiences of other high-income countries show that more-significant 
change is feasible. In 2013, the U.S. roadway death rate was more than twice the average 
of other high-income countries, and almost all of those countries have seen greater 
improvement than the United States over the past two decades. Sweden, where the idea 
of Vision Zero began, has seen declines in its crash death rates of 50 percent or more, 
using the Safe System approach. A number of U.S. cities and states have also embraced 
this Vision Zero strategy. 
 
While it will take a generation, the success of other countries and some U.S. cities 
demonstrates that a combination of approaches makes this an achievable goal.” 

 
The Road to Zero Video: 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=road+to+zero+&view=detail&mid=6AE44826FD
FE086128E66AE44826FDFE086128E6&FORM=VIRE 
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DISCUSSION: Ms. Holton provided a presentation and a video on “The Road to Zero” 
and explained that the concept is to strive to achieve zero roadway deaths by the year 
2050. She said this is a great goal but she was not advocating this and recommended 
the FMPO be conservative in their goals. She believed this education coincided well 
with the upcoming consideration of the PM 1 safety targets.  
 
Ms. Holton said that some additional reading material on this subject was emailed to 
the members along with the meeting agenda (“The Road to Zero; A Vision for 
Achieving Zero Roadway Deaths by 2020”). She also has more information available to 
anyone who may be interested.  
 
 
7. REPORTS FROM NMDOT 
Planning Bureau – Joseph Moriarty 
Mr. Moriarty was unable to attend the meeting, but provided the following update that 
was given by Ms. Holton: 

“The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and draft rule for the Local Government 
Transportation Project Fund has been posted on the NMDOT website under the 
Public Notices tab. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking includes the schedule of 
Public Hearings, procedures for providing comments, and contact information. 
We encourage you to review the rule and submit any comments you have and/or 
attend a rulemaking hearing”. 
 

Comments on this rulemaking will be accepted through November 25.  
 
Ms. Holton added that this rulemaking addressed the funding that three local projects 
were recently awarded. This funding will be provided by the state and will be ongoing 
annually provided funds are available.  
 
District 5 – Matt Grush 
Mr. Grush reported that the project at the intersection of NM 371 and N 36 is 
approaching 90% design. NMDOT is working on a signal agreement. 
 
Construction on US 64 continues and is expected to wrap up soon. 
 
 
8. COMMITTEE MEMBER DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
  
Subject: Committee Member Discussion Items 
Date: November 21, 2019 
  

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
There were no additional discussion items provided by Policy Committee members for 
inclusion in the Agenda. 
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9. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  
Subject: Information Items 
Prepared by: Mary L. Holton, AICP, MPO Officer 
Date: November 21, 2019 
  

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
a. MPO Quarterly. The next MPO Quarterly is scheduled for December 3 in El 

Paso. MPO staff plans to participate by phone. 
 

b. MTP Update. Report from the November 6 Technical Committee meeting: 
Bohannan Huston and Sites Southwest representatives held five (5) public 
outreach events on October 17 and 18 throughout the region, speaking with 60-
70 people over the course of the two-day period. Mr. Sussman thought this was a 
more successful approach to outreach than the formal public meeting settings. 
He thanked all the Technical Committee members who participated in events. 
Mr. Sussman will continue to follow up with the members as the data collection 
process continues.  
 
Mr. Sussman said that in addition to two newspaper stories on the MTP that 
included links to the project website, the Technical Committee members have 
been very active in getting out the information. To date, 100 people have 
completed the survey. The survey will be open through the end of the calendar 
year and Mr. Sussman is hopeful that the good level of engagement will 
continue.   
 
The next steps in the MTP development process are putting the population and 
socioeconomic data together for the base and forecast years. Mr. Sussman will 
also be reaching out to the Technical Committee members to gather additional 
data needs and input on recent economic changes and likely locations for future 
growth. It is recognized that significant growth is not expected and that a 
significant amount of existing housing may not be occupied so that population 
growth may be absorbed before new housing development occurs. BHI will be 
producing some early chapters of the 2045 MTP to share in early 2020.  
 

c. No Policy Committee meeting in December. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: Ms. Holton reported on the following Information Items: 
 
 The MPO Quarterly is scheduled for El Paso on December 3. Ms. Holton will 

attend by phone; 
 A summary of the MTP Update given by Aaron Sussman of Bohannan Huston 

during the Technical Committee meeting on November 6 was provided above. 
Ms. Holton distributed an additional MTP fact sheet along with a paper copy of 
the MTP survey to the Policy Committee. She encouraged the members to help 
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get the word out and encourage community participation in completing the 
survey. All information needs to be completed for collection by December 31. 

 There is no Policy Committee meeting in December. 
 The FMPO Title VI Plan was recently updated to include an email address and 

corrected telephone number for the Human Resources Director. The update was 
submitted and approved by NMDOT’s Title VI Coordinator. 

 
 
10.  BUSINESS FROM THE CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS AND STAFF 
 
There was no business from the Chairman, Members and Staff.  
 
 
11.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ISSUES NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 
There was no public comment on any issues not on the agenda 
 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Hathaway moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Sipe seconded the motion. 
Chair Sharer adjourned the meeting at 1:50 p.m.  
 
 
_________________________        ___________________________  
Sean Sharer, Policy Committee Chair       June Markle, Administrative Assistant  
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