
  Improper Display for Detour  

• These signs that are lying on the ground 

were intended to give motorists notice of 

ROAD WORK AHEAD and ROAD CLOSED  

AHEAD. If proper routine inspection of all 

traffic control devices was being adhered to, 

this should have been corrected at start of 

work. 

 

 

 

• This setup is missing the DETOUR sign, and 

the ROAD CLOSED TO THRU TRAFFIC 

sign should be mounted at top of type three 

with bolts, not duct tape that partially 

obscures lettering. The chevrons on 

barricades is intended to direct traffic in the 

desired direction. These chevrons are 

pointing to the left instead of the right. 

 



Placement & Operation of Traffic 

Control Devices 

• Sign Placement 

      - Sign placement is very important during 

construction or maintenance. Signs should 

be located on the right side of the roadway 

unless otherwise specified in the MUTCD. 

Signs should be placed such that drivers 

can read them and have time to respond. 

The signs should not block or be blocked by 

permanent signs or other roadway objects 

such as streetlight poles or vegetation. 

• Advance Warning Signs 
       - Warning sign quantity and spacing is 

based upon the location, speed and type of 

application. Work on low speed residential 

streets may only require 1 advance warning 

with as little as 100’ The lower the speed the 

less advance warning is required. Use the 

chart to the right as a guide for determining 

the quantity and spacing of signs. 



Placement & Operation of Traffic 

Control Devices 
• Lack of advanced warning 

     - This location was a residential side street 

to the main construction street. No 

advanced warning of the closure was 

present and there is no ROAD CLOSED 

sign in front of the barrels. In addition, none 

of these barrels have any warning lights 

attached for night time control. 

 

• Uniformity of signs 

     - This sign has two different size letter fonts 

being used and is pretty scraped up. The 

MUTCD specifies that the FHWA book 

“Standard Highway Signs and Markings” 

shall govern the design of signs relative to 

sign size, color schemes, and font sizes. 

      



Maintenance of Traffic Control Devices 

• Traffic Control Device Maintenance 

 - Maintenance of devices should be to high 

standards to assure that legibility is retained, 

that the device is visible, both during daytime 

as well as nighttime. Clean, legible, properly 

mounted devices in good working condition 

command the respect of vehicle operators 

and pedestrians. Devices that are no longer 

needed or are not applicable should be 

removed or covered. These are some 

examples of poorly maintained items. 

 The following slides are evaluation guides for 

what is considered “ACCEPTABLE” , 

“MARGINAL”, and “UNACCEPTABLE”. 

 CHECK YOUR INVENTORY AND 

EVALUATE IT TO ASSURE THE 

CONTINUED EFFECTIVENESS OF 

EACH DEVICE. 
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